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There’s a Place for
You at the Table

President 
Rebekah Doweyko

One of the things I love most about synagogue life is that
our community is not simply something we belong to - it is
something we can build together.

This idea is deeply rooted in our Jewish values. Kehillah -
community - is created through our shared
responsibility for one another and our willingness to
contribute our own unique gifts. Judaism reminds us that
building and sustaining a strong community is not the
work of a select few; each of us has something meaningful
to offer.

As we look toward the year ahead at Adath Israel, I would
love to see more of our members become involved in
shaping the programs, traditions, and experiences that
make our synagogue feel like our synagogue. One of the
best ways to do that is by joining a committee.

Before you immediately think, <I don’t have time for
that!= - please keep reading!

Committee involvement does not have to mean endless
meetings or an overwhelming commitment. Some
committees meet only a few times a year. Others are active
primarily during a particular season or around a specific
event. And you don't have to take on everything yourself.
Many of our committees can have co-chairs, allowing
two people to share the responsibility, brainstorm together,
and cover for one another when life gets busy.

You also don't need any particular expertise. You don't
need to have been a member for decades, know every
synagogue tradition, or consider yourself a "leader."
Sometimes all that's needed is an interest, an idea, or a
willingness to lend a hand.

We currently have opportunities to become involved with
several crucial committees including Bikur Cholim,
Fundraising, and Seating, among others. Whether you
enjoy caring for others, planning events, developing
creative programs, bringing people together, or simply
helping behind the scenes, there is likely a place where
your interests and talents can make a difference.

Committee service can also be a wonderful way to become
more involved in synagogue leadership. It gives you an
opportunity to learn more about how Adath Israel operates,
work alongside other members, and help shape our future.
Members who demonstrate commitment and collaboration
may also be considered for future leadership opportunities.
But perhaps most importantly, getting involved is a way to
become more connected.

(President Continued on page 4) 

Dear Friends,

We know what the end of the summer brings: the high
holidays. And we pride ourselves in making our
community one in which all feel welcome. If there is one
teaching of the tradition that we strive to uphold it is
hachnasat orchim, welcoming the guest.

Our tradition does not begin its teaching on hospitality with
a rule. It begins with a picture: Avraham sits at the entrance
of his tent in the heat of the day, sees three strangers
approaching, and runs to meet them. He bows and then
hurries to bring water and bread and the best cut of meat
(sorry vegetarians!) to give to his guests. The Torah spends
a great number of verses describing this, Avraham’s haste
in doing this, because the haste is the point: welcoming that
waits to be asked for, welcoming that delays, welcoming
that comes with preconditions, is not really welcoming.

The Sages press the idea further still: <greater is the
welcoming of guests than receiving the Divine Presence
itself=, they say on Shabbat 127a. Greater than greeting
God! It is an astonishing claim, and it is meant to startle us.
The stranger at our door is not an interruption of the sacred.
The stranger is the possibility of touching the sacred.

I write about this now because of something that happened
recently in our own midst, on an evening that should have
held nothing but joy.

A young family came to us for the first time 4 guests,
brought by members of our own community for a
Kabbalat shabbat service. Their little preschooler did
what small children do when a room fills with
melodies: tried to sing along, wanted to dance. For a
few moments there was the unmistakable sound of a
child swept up in the gladness of Shabbat. And then,
instead of a warm smile, that family met sharp words.
They were told, in effect, that if they could not keep
their child quiet, they should leave. So they did. They
have not come back 3 and they won’t.

I have since reached out to both families to offer my
apology. But I will be honest with you, because you
deserve honesty, and because I hold myself to it first:
an apology after the fact cannot fully undo what a
single hard moment teaches a newcomer about who we
are.

This was not the first time someone among us has lost
patience with the noise of a child, and in the past I have
stopped a service in its tracks to make plain that a 

(Rabbi Continued on page 6)

Rabbi Nelly Altenburger 

Welcoming the
Guest
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 All services are in-person & via Zoom 

All prayer services at Adath Israel are public
events, open to the community as a whole.
Members, guests, and other religious seekers
who desire the warmth of Jewish prayer and
the fellowship of being together are always
welcome. 

CELEBRATE JEWISH LIFE
THROUGH PRAYER 

8:00 am Monday - Friday 
7:00 am Monthly Early Risers Minyan
9:00 am Sunday
Zoom Info:
Meeting ID 863 5646 9422 
Passcode 679552 

Morning Minyan

6:00 pm Monthly Pray-Eat-Sing Services
9:30 am Saturday
Zoom Info:
Meeting ID 815 6727 3870 
Passcode 474612 

7:00 pm Friday
Shabbat Services

Kolot Issue 
November
December
January
February
March

Deadline   
10/12
11/09
12/07
01/11
02/08

Office Hours
Monday: 8 am - 1:30 pm 
Tuesday: 8 am - 1:30 pm

Wednesday: 9 am - 5:30 pm
Thursday: 8 am - 1:30 pm 

Friday: 8 am - 12 pm
 The office is closed weekends, legal 

holidays, and Jewish holy days. 
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It's easy to attend a service or an event and then head
home. Something different happens when we work
together. We get to know one another. We form
friendships. We discover talents in people we may never
have known they had. And we begin to feel a greater sense
of ownership in the community we've created together.

So, I'm asking each of you to think about what interests
you—not simply where we have an empty committee seat.
What do you enjoy? What are you good at? What
would you like to see happening at Adath Israel? What
could you help us build?

Maybe you can give a few hours a month. Maybe you'd
like to co-chair something with a friend. Maybe you aren't
ready to lead but would be happy to join a committee. Or
maybe you have an idea for something we aren't even
doing yet.

I want to hear it.

Our synagogue is strongest when many voices, talents,
ideas, and generations are represented. You don't need to
do everything. We just need each of us to do something.

I hope you'll consider finding your something.

Bring your talents. Share your time. Help shape the
future of Adath Israel.

Warmly,
Rebekah Doweyko
President

(President Continued from page 2) 

Tikkun Olam/Fundraiser

Save time, aggravation, and the planet
while providing funds for important     
causes by donating your cleaned

redeemable bottles and cans.
 

Please drop your CLEANED cans and
bottles off in the designated bucket in

front of the synagogue office.
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child's voice belongs in this room. This time I did not.
My attention was taken by another matter that now
seems very small 3 a glitch in the sound system. By the
time I understood what had happened, the family was
already gone. I will not hide behind the explanation. A
community's values are not proven in its newsletter;
they are proven in the instant of connection.
Unfortunately for us, in that instant, a family who
needed someone to stand and say stay, you are welcome
here, found silence.

It does not matter how warmly our website describes
us, how many times we call ourselves a welcoming
congregation: if a guest among us can be made to feel
that a child's voice is unwelcome here, those are empty
words. We are not measured by the words we publish:
we are measured by the face we turn towards the
stranger who makes us feel uncomfortable.

There is a teaching that has been gnawing at me since:
Resh Lakish taught in the name of Rabbi Yehudah
Nesiah that the world endures only for the sake of hevel
tinokot shel beit rabban 4 the breath of schoolchildren
(Shabbat 119b). What does this mean? I see that our
broken world, in this teaching, could be completely
destroyed 3 but God holds Godself back because of the
breath of the children. Not because of the prayers of the
pious. Not because of the learning of scholars. Not
because of services that are long. Or short. No, it is the
breath of the children 4 their noise, their restlessness,
their unselfconscious song and dance. I will say it
again, as I said it in the past: A community that has no
patience for the natural noises and movement of young
children is a community with no future.

Our congregation is growing, and it is changing. The
families finding their way to our doors arrive in more
shapes, more colors, and more configurations than the
synagogue of a generation ago. This is not a problem to
be managed. It is a blessing to be run toward, the way
Avraham ran. 

And if Avraham is not enough, let me remind us that
the Torah commands us: Ve'ahavtem et ha-ger 4 you
shall love the stranger, ki gerim heyitem 4 for you
yourselves were strangers (Deuteronomy 10:19). We of
all peoples know what it is to walk into an unfamiliar
room and search the faces for a single welcoming one.
And we should understand something about that search:
a new person, a new family that does not yet see itself
reflected in the room often arrives already braced for 

(Rabbi Continued from page 2) 
the possibility that it does not belong 4 reading every
face, weighing every word. For them, our welcome
must be warmer than we think strictly necessary,
because a careless harshness does not register as one
bad moment. It confirms a fear they carried in with
them: that they are not worthy of our blessings, of our
love, of our Judaism.

"But Rabbi! I came to hear your words, and the kid
started up just as you began to speak." I can already
hear that reply, because I have heard it before. I
understand that, and I appreciate your willingness to
hear my take on Torah. But let us be honest about what
is actually at stake. My words are not going anywhere.
I post every drasha on our website, I can happily
provide written copies. A drasha can be repeated, it can
be read at night in your pajamas. And on the other hand
- people made to feel unwelcome do not come back to
be welcomed properly the second time.

When we weigh the two, we know: it is not a close call.
Let me say it as plainly as I can: nothing I can say from
the bimah is as important as a family finding their
spiritual home with us. Not my finest drasha, not the
most beautiful melody, not the most perfectly run
service. Those are the vessels 3 they are not the essence
of our future.

And there was, in that moment, a third path that no one
took, a path that would have been gentler than shushing
and definitely kinder than "please leave." Any one of us
could have risen quietly, crossed the room with a smile,
and shown that family the toys and the corner we keep
in the social hall for exactly this. "Please leave" and
"let me show you where the little ones play" buy the
very same quiet in the sanctuary. They teach opposite
lessons about who we are. To make this solution even
more viable, some toys will be placed in the foyer near
the coat room.

I know that these words sound like a harsh rebuke, and
that is not my intent: my intent is our collective
teshuvah, our recommitment to our core values, to our
dream of being a community that makes space for all
kinds of Jews. We cannot undo their evening. That
family is not coming back; I have not pressed them to,
because some choices deserve to be respected rather
than argued with.

But what we can do is make certain that the next family
who walks through our doors with a singing, dancing,
gloriously restless child meets something entirely
different: love.

The high holidays are coming. May we live to see the
words of Yose ben Yochanan reflecting us: Yehi
beitcha patuach lirvacha 4 let your house be open
wide. (Pirkei Avot 1:5). Wide. Not open a careful crack
for the people who already look and sound like us.
When new faces appear in our community let us all run
to meet that person, that seeker, that family, the way
Avraham ran. And when a child sings, even off-key,
even at the wrong moment, even a little too loudly, let
the sound be sweet in your ears. Because, friends, that
is the sound of a community that intends to still be here
in fifty years.

 

If you or anyone you know is ill 
or in need of support, please contact 

Rabbi Nelly at rabbi@adathisraelct.org
or 860-346-4077.

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU! 

mailto:rickandmichelle360@gmail.com
mailto:rickandmichelle360@gmail.com
mailto:rabbi@adathisraelct.org
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Community
News

 
Honor Edmands

Education &
Community Life

Director

Shana Tova!
I would like to start this new year by
reflecting on how incredible this summer
was. From exploring Mystic Aquarium, to
spending a day at the beach, to hosting
Speed Dating & attending the Yard Goats
Jewish Heritage game as a community, we
have had many fun days together over
these past few beautiful months. Thank
YOU for showing up! We have many more
exciting things coming in the fall. I would
love to hear from you regarding events that
you would like to see and/or help with in
the future! You keep our community
thriving, and our goal is to enrich both
your spiritual and social life. Please email
me at community@adathisraelct.org to
share your ideas!

After all of this summer fun, we’ve
returned to Religious School (which in my
opinion is equally as fun, just in a different
way!). We started off the year with
learning about the High Holy Days
together, and now we’re getting ready for
Children’s & Family Services on Rosh
Hashanah & Yom Kippur. Older children
& families with young children may join
us at 10:00am on September 12, 13, & 21
for services. Religious School special
events will continue with Sukkot L’chol
Adat on Sunday, September 27 at 9:00am,
Hakafot (dancing with the Torah) & Ice
Cream on Saturday, October 3rd at 7pm, &
a Genizah Program on Sunday, October
25th at 9:00am. May this year be one full
of joy, learning, and discovery!

mailto:community@adathisraelct.org


9



10 

PrideFEST 2026

PrideFEST 2026 was a day to remember. Our hard-
working committee labored for months to make it happen:
taking stock past years’ activities and literature, keeping

what worked, and finding new crafts and resources to
attract new visitors and keep previous visitors coming

back. It worked! We engaged with almost 500 people in
six hours, close to our record. Among this year's big hits
were Shabbat-friendly bracelet making and decorating

crowns. We also had new readings supplied by the USCJ
and booklets on Jewish topics. One more addition this

year was custom T shirts for our volunteers. The design
was truly a team effort. Next year we look forward to
having T shirts ready in time for members to purchase
before the big day, so they can wear their Adath Israel
PRIDE on their sleeve, both literally and figuratively.

Todah Rabbah, many thanks, to the Board of Directors for
funding our participation and supplies, and to those who

helped during the year and at the event: Leah Adler, Andy
Bauer, Sam Bauer, Sandra Beckman, Jaime Bruno, Art

Doweyko, Rebekah Doweyko, Ben Eisner, Adam
Finkelstein, Richard Kamins, Phil Saxe, Holly Simon,
Liya Simon, Michael Simon, Ethan Warner-Crane, and
Talin Warner-Crane. If you would like to join our merry

band planning or tabling at PrideFEST 2027, Please
contact Joanna Schnurman in the office.
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Judy Sochin
Guy Levine
Mark Stein
Risa Cohen

Miryam Welbourne
Christine Repasy

Yakov Filler
Inna Lerner
Scott Levy

Judith Levin
Harriet Thiela

Matthew Finkelstein
Misha Lerner

Sandy Berenbaum

Travis Adams
Isaac Norman
Carly Norman

Sidney Aracena
Ben Weiss 

Lenny Cheerman
Laurie Press
Seth Olczak

Emily Friedman
Sheryl Sadinsky

Michael Ash
Sari Rosenblatt

Nathaniel Siperstein
Isaac Zaplin

September

Daphne Finkelstein
Steve Hibino

Sheryl Gordon Oken
Dorothy Elkin

Ryszard Walczak
Richard Steele
Felix Ianuzzi

Mark Altenburger
Nathaniel Altenburger 

Elliott Altenburger
Jim Poliner

Paul Beckman
Heidi Neumann-

Venetianer

Isaac Neumann-
Venetianer

Sarit DeFrancesco
Julie Levine

Edgar Aracena 
Stanley Sadinsky

Jo-Ann Price
Linda Small
Linda Adler

Ethan Olczak
Fred Zierler
Julius Rubin
Roger Beit

Stephen Shapiro
Ardith Maisfehlt

October

Ruth & Sherwin Borsuk
Jean & Jim Lawrence

Steve & Marilynn Mazanek
Carol & David Director
Sandra & Paul Beckman

September

Denis & Lisa Caron
Michael & Eileen Daling

Harris & Leslie Friedlander
Richard & Michelle Grossman

Lizabeth & Jon Whittaker
Adam & Marilyn Finkelstein

Dewey & Harriet Deeton
David Schwarz & Laurie O'Brien-Schwarz

Did we leave someone off the list? Please
contact the office, and let us make it right.

October

 
members: 
•2026-27 Member Directory 
•2026-27 Life of the Congregation & Synagogue 
Leadership 

•By-Laws of the Congregation
•Chevra Kadisha Rules & Regulations 

Please contact the office to receive your copy. 

Member Resources 
The following resources are available to
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Phishing Awareness: 
Avoid Taking the Bait

 
Rabbi Nelly or a member of the Board. Below are some
tips on how to avoid getting snagged by one of these
phishing expeditions. 
Common warning signs of phishing include: 

Unfamiliar greeting or tone 
Unsolicited messages 
Grammar and spelling errors 
Sense of urgency 
Suspicious links or attachments 
Requests for personal information 
Inconsistencies in email addresses, links, etc.
Unusual requests 
Alerts that you’ve won something 

Please remember: No one from Adath Israel will ever 
ask you for personal information or financial 
assistance via an email. If you have any question, do
not respond to the email. Contact the person it claims to
be from via a trusted method. DO NOT use any email,
website, or phone number included in the suspicious
message. If it is spam, please report it to your email
provider. 

 
Every month or so it seems, scammers
send out emails pretending to be from 
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Sunday Meals Program

This July Adath Israel once again teamed
up with our partner St. Pius X to prepare
and serve at St Vincent dePaul. This vital

service provides over 100 of our neighbors
with a delicious dinner on a night the soup
kitchen is closed. The next meal we will be
serving dinner is on Nov 8. If you would

like to be a part of this wonderful mitzvah,
please contact Joanna Schnurman in the

office. Every dinner needs sponsors,
shoppers, food preparers (this can be done

in your home), and servers. Many thanks to
those who have helped this year: Leah
Adler, Eileen & Michael Daling, Ben

Eisner, Paula Goldstein, Patty Netherland,
Phil Saxe, Barbara Sequenzia, and the

families of the religious school.
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L’Shanah Tovah 5787!
Book Club Celebrates the New Year!

As we look back on the year 5786, let’s
reminisce about the books we discussed and
which ones we liked best and would recommend
to a friend. Please take a moment to think about
the following books:

The Property by Rutu Modan
The Book Thief by Markus Suzak
Second Person Singular by Sayed Kashua
Boy From the North Country by Sam Sussman
Queen Esther by John Irving
Heart of a Stranger by Angela Buchdahl
This Is Not About Us by Allegra Goodman
When We See You Again by Rachel Goldberg-
Polin
Spinning At The Edges by Elizabeth Poliner 

Many thanks to all who participated in the Book
Club meetings and events this year including
those who recommended books and those who
lead discussions. Special thanks also to those
new members who joined the group and
continue to help us grow! 

As we look ahead to 5787, here are the dates for
the Book Club meetings in the coming year:

September 29, 2026 - Books in the Sukkah
November 10, 2026  
December 22, 2026
February 2, 2027
March 16, 2027
May 4, 2027
June 15, 2027
July 27, 2027
September 7, 2027

On September 29th, we are having a special
event in the sukkah where we will be discussing
Sarah Hurwitz’s book, As A Jew: Reclaiming
Our Story From Those Who Blame, Shame
and Try to Erase Us. All are welcome to attend

The Book Club meetings are usually held at The
Nester Center at 7 p.m. as well as via Zoom. We
are using a hybrid model to maximize
participation. Come join us!

Meeting ID: 886 4652 0065
Passcode: 196174

Happy Reading! L’Shanah Tovah!

ROBERTA
Roberta Levine Glass
rjlevine610@gmail.com, 302-593-7581 (cell)

16

mailto:rjlevine610@gmail.com
mailto:rjlevine610@gmail.com
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IT'S NEWS

B’RUCHIM HABA’IM! (Welcome to our newest
members)
Yoelit Hiebert
Deborah & Jerome Schwell
Dee & Alex Maisfehlt and their children: Hester,
Northrop, Ardith, and Sanford 

MAZAL TOV!
Congratulations to 
Susan & Doug Miller on the birth of their
granddaughter, Margot Kara Miller
Sarit & Ed DeFrancesco on their son Jake graduating
from medical school
Loretta & Julius Rubin’s granddaughter, Sydney,
becoming a Bat Mitzvah
Susan & Tim Dickes on the engagement of their son,
Conner
Shari Lynn Kochman on her son successfully
defending his doctoral thesis
Ben & Beth Eisner becoming the proud grandparents
of Kaylani, born to Gaby on July 16
Sherry & Brandon Aiudi on welcoming their son
Joseph Paul on July 8. And to Nathan & David on
getting a baby brother.
Marge & Stan Sadinsky on the birth of great
grandson Caleb

TODAH RABAH 

Acts of Kindness
Meals & Shopping: Phil Saxe, Fred Zierler
Picking up food at the Crown: Fred Zierler, Lisa
Appelbaum
Proofreading: Phil Saxe 
Helping with mailings: Carolann Schwartz, Barbara
Sequenzia, Eileen Daling
Washing linens from the kitchen: Joanna
Schnurman
Returning bottles: Eileen & Mike Daling
Pride Volunteers: Jaime Bruno, Holly Simon, Liya
Simon, Michael Simon, Andy Bauer, Sam Bauer,
Ethan Warner-Crane, Talin Warner-Crane, Phil Saxe,
Ben Eisner, Adam Finkelstein, Sandra Beckman,
Rebekah Doweyko & Art Doweyko
Sunday Meals Program: Ben Eisner, Barbara
Sequenzia, Joanna Schnurman
Sponsoring repairs of the Broad Street ramp and
stairs to the green: Andy Becker
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Sponsoring maintenance of our gardens: Barbra &
Steven Weiss

Early Risers Minyan Sponsors and Helpers
Scott Levy, Paula & Rob Goldstein, Phil Saxe

Shabbat Under the Stars Sponsors & Helpers
Scott Levy for hosting

Oneg, Kiddush, or Refreshments Sponsors
IN HONOR OF
Robin Levine, Israel, and the Morning Minyan by
Marty Levine
Leah Adler’s birthday by Leah Adler & Stu Epstein
Sonia Roberts’s birthday by Sonia Roberts & Justin
Brennan

IN MEMORY OF
Arthur Fishman by Randy Parks
Denis Adler by Leah Adler & Stu Epstein
Ruth Schwarz by David Schwarz and Laurie
O’Brien-Schwarz
Phyllis Kleiman Greenberg & Max Kleiman by
Judith Pauker
Jody Elyachar by Richard A. Katz
Leonard Katz by Richard A. Katz
Ruth & Maurice Schwarz by Nedra Schwarz Mirkin
Maurice Schwarz by David Schwarz & Laurie
O’Brien-Schwarz
Sybil Kohn by Rabbi Michael Kohn

<Where there is no
food there is no

Torah=

Take a Walk on the Safe Side

Winter is hard on us all, but especially
concrete. Our Broad Street ramp and
stairs to the South Green were really

showing its effects when Andy Becker
came to the rescue. Many thanks to
Andy for not only funding the repair
but finding a mason to do the work.

Any of us who have tried to schedule a
skilled craftsman know that can be the

biggest challenge of all.



SPEEDY RECOVERY
We wish a <Refua Shleima= to the
following: Katrina Axelrod, Paul
Beckman, Phyllis Frydenberg,
Suzanne Goldberg, Paula Goldstein,
Michelle Grossman, Shari Lynn
Kochman, Jean Lawrence, Carolann
Schwartz, David Schwarz, Stephen
Shapiro, Harriet Thiela

IF YOU OR A LOVED ONE IS IN THE
HOSPITAL OR OTHER HEALTH CARE

FACILITY 

Patient privacy laws prohibit the hospitals and
other healthcare facilities from notifying
Adath Israel if you are admitted unless you
specifically request it. Upon admission, please
list Judaism as your religion and request
spiritual care or a visit from the chaplain. The
hospital chaplain will contact the synagogue.
If you do not wish to go through the hospital,
please contact the synagogue directly if you or
a loved one would like a pastoral visit. 

IN MEMORIAM

May God grant comfort to
Sondra Beit on the recent death of her
mother, Marie Garren z=l
Corinne Brodie on the recent death of her
husband, Michael Eli Brodie z=l

Our heartfelt condolences to the family of
Louise Hertzberg Feldman z=l who came to
her eternal rest on June 13 (28 sivan)

May the bereaved find comfort with God’s
help and through our prayers.  
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If you are attending High Holy Day
services remotely, Machzor pickup will
be available at the synagogue Sunday,
September 6  from 9-10amth

Machzor drop-off will be available
Wednesday, October 7  from 4-6pmth

Contact Leah Adler for additional
arrangements (leahsimone77@gmail.com –

203-733-9077)

High Holy Day Prayer Book
Pickup & Dropoff

mailto:leahsimone77@gmail.com
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ADATH ISRAEL DEDICATED FUNDS
 
ADATH ISRAEL SCHOLARSHIP FUND (SOPHIE &
JULIUS BARKER, EVELYN & ABRAHAM
GROSSMAN, SARAH ZIETZ PIERSON, RABBI
ALBERT & ROSALYN TROY, SYLVIA GROSS
WASSERMAN, MAX CHEIKIN, BERNIE SEIDON,
AND JEAN STERN ARON SCHOLARSHIPS)
Provides scholarships to children of Adath Israel members
attending an accredited college, university or school of
higher learning
IN HONOR OF
Dr. Jake DeFrancesco in celebration of him graduating from
medical school by Risa & Fred Zierler
Sarit & Ed DeFrancesco in celebration of their son, Jake
graduating from medical school by Risa & Fred Zierler

ARTHUR & EDYTHE DIRECTOR FAMILY FUND
Supports music in the ritual, educational, and cultural
gatherings at Adath Israel
IN MEMORY OF
Louise Feldman by Carol & David Director & Family
Dena Silberstein by Carol & David Director & Family
Marian Katz by Carol & David Director & Family

DR. ARTHUR & GLADYS WEISS SCHOLARSHIP
FUND
Provides scholarships to children of Adath Israel members
attending Jewish camp, Jewish content special programs,
and trips to Israel
 
BEIT-PALEY FUND
Supports Torah repair
 
CHEVRA KADISHA 
Supports maintenance and enhancement of the cemetery
The Feldman Family

COLLEGE STUDENT OUTREACH FUND
Supports maintaining a connection with the children of
members in post-secondary education or serving in the
military through sending care packages
IN MEMORY OF 
Robert Baskin by Robert Poliner
Dena Beth Silberstein by Robert Poliner

ETERNAL LIGHT FUND
Supports the general operation of Adath Israel
 
HOWARD FELDMAN BEAUTIFICATION FUND
Supports the beautification of our synagogue building and
grounds and the Nester Center
IN MEMORY OF
Louise Feldman by
    Eileen & Michael Daling
    Michelle & Rick Grossman
    Myra Finkelstein
    Joanna Schnurman & Andy Bauer
    Catherine Webb
    Christopher Reale
    Michael Gitten
    Linda & Jack Adler
    Sara Paley
    Naomi & Richard Kamins

 

 

 

 

    Marge & Stan Sadinsky
    Harriet & Dewey Deeton
    The Robert Savillo Family
   Deborah Feldman & Joel Shafferman
    Abby Casper
    Heather McRay
    Rosemary McGuire
    Sebby & Anna Bartolotta
    Mary Jane Fortin
    Susanna Yerman
    Dorothy Kaplan
    Liz & Jon Whittaker
    Beth & Allen Katz
    Heidi Geiges
    Katie Graves 
    Julia & Daniel Cort

LYNN BENNETT RELIGIOUS SCHOOL CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN
Supports the upgrade of our religious school
IN HONOR OF
Ruth & Mike Sigal in celebration of the granddaughter,
Eloise’s simchat bat by Laurie & Rabbi Marshal Press

REFUA SH’LEIMA (SPEEDY RECOVERY)
Harriet Thiela by
   Laurie & Rabbi Marshal Press
   Ruth & Mike Sigal

IN MEMORY OF
Eleanor Shoenberger by Joy & Alan Firestone
Alyce Waxman by Merle Loza & Family

MAXINE THUMIM CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Provides scholarships to children of Adath Israel members
attending Jewish camp or travelling to Israel
IN HONOR OF
Susan & Doug Miller in celebration of the birth of their
granddaughter, Margot Kara Miller by Eileen & Michael
Daling
Rabbi Marshal Press celebrating his 87th birthday by Eileen
& Michael Daling
Ruth & Mike Sigal in celebration of the granddaughter,
Eloise’s simchat bat by
   Eileen & Mike Daling
   Joanna Schnurman & Andy Bauer
Loretta & Julius Rubin in celebration of their
granddaughter, Sydney becoming a Bat Mitzvah by
   Eileen & Michael Daling
   Joanna Schnurman & Andy Bauer
Michael Daling in celebration of his 80th Birthday by
   Ruth & Mike Sigal
   Linda & Jack Adler
   Joanna Schnurman & Andy Bauer
   Laurie & Rabbi Marshal Press
   Margaret Webster

MICHAEL FASSLER FUND
Supports early childhood education at Adath Israel

MUSEUM FUND
Supports purchases and maintenance of Adath Israel’s
museum
Naomi Hoberman by Marvin Hoberman
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Kitty Curkin by Paulette Curkin
Jerome Kabel by Jill Levin
Abraham Sigal by Mike, Ruth and Amy Sigal and Stacey
and Ethan Kolodny
Rose Bluman by Susan Mikulski
Rebecca Dampsky by Sara Paley
Judith Lynn Mellman by Barbara & Steven Weiss
Naomi Hoberman by Mark, Pam & Stewart Paley
Abraham Russman by Mark, Pam & Stewart Paley
Jane Saritsky by Rhea Hurwitz
Ann Edelberg by Paul Edelberg
Buzzy Levin by Marc Levin
Annette Ross by Marc Ross
Kalman Palmer by Sue & Steve Palmer
Simon Rosenberg by Larry Rosenberg
Moshe Filler by Yakov Filler
Michael Schulman by Rabbi Haaz, Bonnie Rose, Sophie,
Sadie, and Michael
Elliot Lipman by Rosalyn Lipman
Joseph D’Amato by Kathleen Didato
Faye & Jack Feldshon by Sherry Stekloff
Samuel Friedman by Donn & Cindie Friedman
Robert Soll by Penny Bersch
Herman Geiges by Heidi Geiges & Beth Katz
Simon Edelberg by Claire Siegel Sergi
Ann Lasky Cheerman by Natalie & Leonard Cheerman
Nadine Bonner by Susan Goldberg
Gladys Kogen by Audrey Acabchuk
Benjamin Seligman by Francie Ketaineck
Brenda Dubin by Joseph Dubin & Family
Burt Kahn by Lee King
Hortie Kabel by the Kabel & Levin Families
Edythe Director by Carol & David Director
Louis Siegel by Arlene Pressman
Aris DeTorres by Luanne & Mark Paley
Rebecca Stoller by Sandra & Paul Beckman
Katie Adler by Jack Adler
Harry Zwelling by Virginia Zwelling
Julius Barker by Michael Barker
Clara Schoenthal by Ruth & Sherwin Borsuk
Dr. Mathias Borsuk by Ruth & Sherwin Borsuk
Rena Berliner by Ruth & Sherwin Borsuk
Moses Berliner by Ruth & Sherwin Borsuk
Leonard Freifeld by Miriam Grahame
Zelda Freifeld by Miriam Grahame
Lois Wasserman by Miriam Grahame
Todd Wasserman by Miriam Grahame
Aristide DeTorres by Pam, Stewart, and Mark Paley
Sidney Paley by Pam, Stewart, and Mark Paley
Jean Tombank by Pam, Stewart, and Mark Paley
Charles Russman by Pam, Stewart, and Mark Paley
Joseph Gilfix by Barbara & Steven Weiss
David Bernstein by Paula Eisner
Harold Kaplan by Dorothy Kaplan
Judy Astracan by Dorothy Kaplan
Esther Cotzen by Dorothy Kaplan
Charles Russman by Marvin Hoberman & Family
Rose Siegel by Arlene Pressman
Debra Joyce Wrubel by Gail Wrubel Winkler & Henry
Winkler
Esther Sochin by Judy Sochin
Moses Cherniack by Ceile Zanoni
Bernie Fields by Harriet Fein Deeton

NATHAN OLSHIN SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE-
FUND
Supports annual scholar-in-residence program
IN MEMORY OF
Irving I. Kahn by Bobette Reed & Jeffrey S. Kahn
Michael Reed by Bobette Reed & Jeffrey S. Kahn
Meta Kahn by Bobette Reed & Jeffrey S. Kahn
Mary Reed Tugard by Bobette Reed & Jeffrey S. Kahn
Nathan Olshin by Bobette Reed & Jeffrey S. Kahn
Carolyn R. Reed by Bobette Reed & Jeffrey S. Kahn

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Allows the rabbi to support individuals and causes in our
community anonymously
Matt Dubin

IN HONOR OF
Rabbi Nelly receiving her doctorate by Naomi & Richard
Kamins

REFUA SH’LEIMA (SPEEDY RECOVERY)
Michelle Grossman by Carol Schwartz

IN MEMORY OF
Paul Krochmal by the Krochmal Family
Ruth Firestone by Joy & Alan Firestone
Louise Feldman by the Feldman Family

SANFORD BEIT MINYAN FUND
Supports the creation and building of community over
Kiddush
IN MEMORY OF
Marie Garren 
   David Beit & Karin Strickland
   Annette Kisner
   Joanna Schnurman & Andy Bauer 
Richard Kisner by David Beit & Karin Strickland
Sol Firestone by Joy & Alan Firestone

SYNAGOGUE FUND
Supports the general operation of Adath Israel
Marcia Wrubel
Peter Robinson
Sondra & Roger Beit
Luanne & Mark Paley

IN HONOR OF
Loretta & Julius Rubin in celebration of their
granddaughter, Sydney becoming a Bat Mitzvah by Berry &
Lisa Fireman
What would have been the 70th wedding anniversary of his
parents by Philip Bierler

IN MEMORY OF
Dena Silberstein by Anonymous

YAHRZEIT FUND
Supports the general operation of Adath Israel
IN MEMORY OF
Jeremy Zwelling by Virginia Zwelling
Jason Itkin by Harriet Itkin
Ira Cohen by Ernest Shapiro
Shirley Ross by Michael Ross



 

 

Share a family simcha, honor a friend or relative, or
remember a loved one by sponsoring a Friday night
Oneg Shabbat or a Shabbat Morning Kiddush. This
is a delightful way to let others in our community
celebrate a special occasion or share a memory with
you. Our hope is that you would be present which
will only add to the occasion. 

The new Kiddush menus will be prepared and
tastefully arranged by the Crown Supermarket in
West Hartford. Please call the synagogue office at
860-346-4709 at least a week in advance to make
ordering and pick-up arrangements with the
office administrator. 
 
The following is a breakdown of the new menus
and costs for a Shabbat Morning Kiddush:

Traditional Kiddush (up to 15 people): $150

Bagels, tuna salad, egg salad, lox & sliced
veggie platter, whitefish salad, plain & chive
cream cheese, sesame noodles, kugel, fruit
salad, pastry, cold & hot drinks 

 Bagels, Tuna salad, Egg salad, cuke, tomato,
& onion platter, lox spread, plain & chive
cream cheese, fruit salad, pastry, cold & hot
drinks 

         

Prices for both a Kiddush and/or an Oneg Shabbat
will be adjusted if there is a larger group in 
attendance for special life cycle events (Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah, baby naming, or wedding, etc.). 

Of course, you can always purchase the food, bring
it to the synagogue and do the set up yourself 
while also following the synagogue’s Kashrut 
guidelines. Some assistance may be available on
the day of your Kiddush. 

Deluxe Kiddush (up to 15 people): $225 
(16-30 people):$350

(16-30 people): $225

Friday Night Oneg Shabbat (15 people): $54

SHARE THE JOY WITH A SPONSORED ONEG OR KIDDUSH 

Pretzels, fruit, M&M’s, pastry, cold & hot
drinks 

YAHRZEIT FUND CONTINUED:
Morris Friedman by Ruth Kahn
Irwin Rubin by Julius Rubin
Edna Lipman by Sarah Greenblatt
Morton Greenblatt by Sarah Greenblatt
Evelyn Greenblatt by Sarah Greenblatt
Albert Lipman by Sarah Greenblatt
Ida & Hyman Sadinsky by Marilyn Wolicki
Abraham Cooperstein by Barbara Roller
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<Love your neighbor as yourself.= (Lev. 19:18) <Whoever
saves a life it is as if they saved an entire world.=
(Sanhedrin 37a) Our wonderful neighbor from St Pius X,
Connie Tillotta has just done them both by donating a
Bleeding Control Kit to Adath Israel. After donating a kit
to her church, Connie looked at the state of the world, saw
the amount of Jewish hatred on the rise, and wanted to do
something to help keep her Adath Israel neighbors safe. We
are soooo grateful for her thoughtfulness and for the
assistance of St Pius X in ordering it. May it be God's will
that it never be needed, but always stay a symbol of the
kindness and generosity of our neighbors.

Good Neighbors
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Contact information
Phone: 860-346-4709
Email: office@adathisraelct.org
Website: www.adathisraelct.org 

P.O. Box 337
Middletown, CT 06457 


	Middletown, Connecticut
	September/October 2026
	Tishrei/Cheshvan 5787
	Welcoming the
	Guest
	There’s a Place for You at the Table
	What do you enjoy? What are you good at? What would you like to see happening at Adath Israel? What could you help us build?
	Bring your talents. Share your time. Help shape the future of Adath Israel.

	Tikkun Olam/Fundraiser
	Save time, aggravation, and the planet while providing funds for important     causes by donating your cleaned redeemable bottles and cans.
	Please drop your CLEANED cans and bottles off in the designated bucket in front of the synagogue office.
	CELEBRATE JEWISH LIFE
	THROUGH PRAYER
	Morning Minyan
	Shabbat Services
	Kolot Issue
	November
	December
	January
	February
	March
	Deadline
	10/12
	11/09
	12/07
	01/11
	02/08


	Office Hours
	Monday: 8 am - 1:30 pm
	Tuesday: 8 am - 1:30 pm Wednesday: 9 am - 5:30 pm Thursday: 8 am - 1:30 pm
	Friday: 8 am - 12 pm
	The office is closed weekends, legal
	holidays, and Jewish holy days.

	WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!
	If you or anyone you know is ill
	or in need of support, please contact
	Rabbi Nelly at rabbi@adathisraelct.org or 860-346-4077.

	Community News
	Shana Tova!
	I would like to start this new year by reflecting on how incredible this summer was. From exploring Mystic Aquarium, to spending a day at the beach, to hosting Speed Dating & attending the Yard Goats Jewish Heritage game as a community, we have had many fun days together over these past few beautiful months. Thank YOU for showing up! We have many more exciting things coming in the fall. I would love to hear from you regarding events that you would like to see and/or help with in the future! You keep our community thriving, and our goal is to enrich both your spiritual and social life. Please email me at community@adathisraelct.org to share your ideas!
	After all of this summer fun, we’ve returned to Religious School (which in my opinion is equally as fun, just in a different way!). We started off the year with learning about the High Holy Days together, and now we’re getting ready for Children’s & Family Services on Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur. Older children & families with young children may join us at 10:00am on September 12, 13, & 21 for services. Religious School special events will continue with Sukkot L’chol Adat on Sunday, September 27 at 9:00am, Hakafot (dancing with the Torah) & Ice Cream on Saturday, October 3rd at 7pm, & a Genizah Program on Sunday, October 25th at 9:00am. May this year be one full of joy, learning, and discovery!

	PrideFEST 2026
	September
	October
	September
	October

	Member Resources
	Sunday Meals Program
	This July Adath Israel once again teamed up with our partner St. Pius X to prepare and serve at St Vincent dePaul. This vital service provides over 100 of our neighbors with a delicious dinner on a night the soup kitchen is closed. The next meal we will be serving dinner is on Nov 8. If you would like to be a part of this wonderful mitzvah, please contact Joanna Schnurman in the office. Every dinner needs sponsors, shoppers, food preparers (this can be done in your home), and servers. Many thanks to those who have helped this year: Leah Adler, Eileen & Michael Daling, Ben Eisner, Paula Goldstein, Patty Netherland, Phil Saxe, Barbara Sequenzia, and the families of the religious school.

	Phishing Awareness:
	Avoid Taking the Bait
	ask you for personal information or financial
	L’Shanah Tovah 5787!
	Book Club Celebrates the New Year!
	As we look back on the year 5786, let’s reminisce about the books we discussed and which ones we liked best and would recommend to a friend. Please take a moment to think about the following books:
	The Property by Rutu Modan
	The Book Thief by Markus Suzak
	Second Person Singular by Sayed Kashua
	Boy From the North Country by Sam Sussman
	Queen Esther by John Irving
	Heart of a Stranger by Angela Buchdahl
	This Is Not About Us by Allegra Goodman
	When We See You Again by Rachel Goldberg-Polin
	Spinning At The Edges by Elizabeth Poliner
	Many thanks to all who participated in the Book Club meetings and events this year including those who recommended books and those who lead discussions. Special thanks also to those new members who joined the group and continue to help us grow!
	As we look ahead to 5787, here are the dates for the Book Club meetings in the coming year:

	September 29, 2026 - Books in the Sukkah
	November 10, 2026
	December 22, 2026
	February 2, 2027
	March 16, 2027
	May 4, 2027
	June 15, 2027
	July 27, 2027
	September 7, 2027
	The Book Club meetings are usually held at The Nester Center at 7 p.m. as well as via Zoom. We are using a hybrid model to maximize participation. Come join us!
	Meeting ID: 886 4652 0065
	Passcode: 196174
	Happy Reading! L’Shanah Tovah!
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	Roberta Levine Glass
	rjlevine610@gmail.com, 302-593-7581 (cell)
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