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LOVE 

 
by Jonathan Shapiro 

 
 As I sit down to write 

this monthôs column, our 

country has been besieged by 

the spread and fear of the 

coronavirus. We have never seen the systematic 

shutdown of so many events, businesses, schools and 

every part of our daily life.  By the time you read this 

article, I pray the worst is over and things are returning 

to normal.  I fear that will not be the case.  And I am 

sure many of you share that fear.  
 

 I have written before about the need to 

maintain an ñopen-doorò policy to make sure that 

guests, Wesleyan students, out-of-town visitors, and 

others who are not members, but wish to experience 

Judaism are welcomed at Adath Israel.  As you read 

this column, I hope that nothing has changed at Adath 

Israel and that our doors have remained open to our 

congregants and guests, and that this virus has not 

forced us to shut our doors in any fashion.  If it has, 

and as I hope you have seen in prior announcements, 

we are doing everything we can to continue to make 

the synagogue a part of your life.  
 

 For me, I have always appreciated the idea of 

personal choice in the practice of Judaism. Judaism 

always began at the home for me.  However, nothing 

can replace coming together to pray at Adath Israel.  

Fortunately, technology allows us to be together even 

when we are not in the same room.  I hope we have 

not had to use these measures since the mass closures 

began, but if we have, I hope that it allows us to 

remain a community and provide another avenue for 

us to be together as a community. 
 

 I have always treasured the ability of our 

fellow Jews and our country to come together in times 

of tragedy and to rise up to the challenges facing us.  

We are the greatest country on this planet.  I believe 

that and still believe that.  I am sure many people are 

facing hardships during this uniquely challenging 

time. And there are going to be a lot of people who are 

going to need a lot of help.  We must continue to stand 

together as one.  We must support each other in these 

difficult times.  And I do not just mean our fellow 

Jews, but everyone. It is our duty to be there for each 

other.  It is our duty to help our family, friends, 

neighbors and strangers. It is our duty to perform acts 

of Tzedakah.  I have never hoped to be wrong as much 

as I hope I am wrong now.  But we will rise up 

together.  We will get through this together.  We will 

be there for all of you. 
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ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAI GN  

 
 We are so very blessed to have members/

friends who give to our synagogue community either 

financially or physically throughout the year. Their 

continued support helps to ensure the success of our 

synagogue, our Jewish community and the education 

of our children. With their generosity and all who give 

to our Annual Giving Campaign, Adath Israel 

continues to be a bee hive of activity. 

            Our Board of Directors wish to thank the 

following who have sent in a donation:  

Eileen & Michael Daling. 
            With these tough economic times, we 

appreciate all the support that our members and 

friends have given and continue to give the 

synagogue.  

 

PASSOVER ð A CHARITABLE TIME  

ADATH ISRAEL  

MATZAH FUND/MAõOT HITTIN 
 

 Your donation to The ñMatzah Fundò assists 

those in our community without the resources 

necessary to make Passover a reality. Distribution 

priority is given to Adath Israel congregants with 

secondary distribution to other Jewish persons. Any 

funds in excess of need will be donated to Jewish 

charities for Passover allocation. 

 This Fund is self-

liquidating, that is, all 

contributions will be allocated at 

Passover time with no continuing 

balance.   Please be assured that 

all funds are allocated in the 

strictest of confidence. 

 Contribution checks should be made payable 

to Adath Israel (please put ñMatzah Fundò on the 

memo line) and sent to the office by April 1, 2020, so 

that distribution can take place prior to Passover. 

 Leave your contribution with Joanna at the 

synagogue office or mail to: 

Adath Israel 

P.O. Box 337 

Middletown, CT 06457 

 Finally, if you know of any families or persons 

that require some assistance, please contact Joanna at 

office@adathisraelct.org or 860-346-4709.  

Again, all communications will be handled in the 

strictest of confidence. 

 

 

  2 

Office Hours 
 

Due to the Covid -19 
pandemic, the office is 
working remotely until further 
notice. During business hours, 
phone messages will be 
checked very few minutes and 
calls returned as soon as 
possible. 
 
Monday: 7:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m. 

Tuesday: 7:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

Wednesday: 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.  

Thursday: 7:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

Friday: 7:30 a.m.-Noon  

 
The office is closed weekends, 
legal holidays, and Jewish 
holy days. 
 

Wishing you good 
health. 

mailto:office@adathisraelct.org

