
SHALIACH TZIBUR 

 
By Isaac Yager 

 

 As I begin my time 

serving the Adath Israel com-

munity, I am consistently re-

minded of my responsibilities 

as a cantor and how to best 

serve my new kahal 

(congregation).  The Hebrew 

term for a cantor or prayer leader is Shaliach Tzibur, 

whose literal definition is ñmessenger of the people.ò   

The Shaliach Tzibur is the spiritual leader of the 

kahal, but more fundamentally, he/she is its chosen 

representative.  This is a role of enormous responsi-

bility and specific accountability since the Shaliach 

Tzibur is praying on behalf of his/her community.  

Ultimately, choosing someone to represent us in 

prayer is similar to the process of choosing someone 

to represent us in any public position.  We look for 

qualities of virtue and competency in both a shaliach 

tzibur and any elected official.  According to the 

Shulchan Aruch  (which is basically a guidebook on 

how to live as a Jew),  ñthe shaliach tzibur must be 

worthy. What is considered worthy? He must be free 

of sin, not have a bad reputation from his/her youth, 

he/she should be humble and acceptable by the peo-

ple, have a pleasant and sweet voice and accustomed 

to reading, Siman 53: Seifim 26.ò  Why does the 

Shulchan Aruch emphasize ñworthinessò in its ap-

proach towards describing an effective prayer lead-
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WHAT A NEW YEAR 

HOLDS 

 
By Eileen Daling 

 

 The year 5777 is well 

underway. The year 2016 has 

come to an end with wonder-

ful stuff to be proud of here at 

Adath Israel. It was the third 

year in a row we gained new members while just a 

few of our long time members passed away and will 

be dearly missed. We added new High Holy Day 

prayer books to our services and a Hearing Assistive 

System, to name a few. Both were received with 

success. The year 2017 has just begun. What are 

your hopes for Adath Israel in this coming year?  

 We have already continued with membership 

growth as some regular High Holy Day attendees 

officially joined our community and a grown child 

of a former member returned to rejoin as a new 

member in their own right to our community. We 

welcome all to our Adath Israel family. 

 Rabbi Haaz has left on his sabbatical and we 

wish him and his family a productive several months 

and look forward to his returning to us in June re-

freshed, renewed and with many new ideas that we 

can incorporate into our Adath Israel community. 

Cantorial student, Isaac Yager has been with us for a 

few months now and we are pleased to say all is go-

ing well. We have embraced both he and his wife, 
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er?  What does worthiness have to do with leading a 

community in prayer? Fundamentally, the prayer 

leader is an extension of the community, a person 

equipped with the skills to communicate with G-d in 

prayer on behalf of the people.  However, though 

there is value in the aesthetics of the prayer leaderôs 

delivery (i.e., sounding good), the Shulchan Aruch 

seems less focused on the quality of the prayer lead-

erôs voice, but instead, more concerned with the indi-

vidual character of the shaliach tzibur him/herself.  In 

recognizing this important distinction, it is more evi-

dent that the shaliach tzibur does not have to have the 

loudest or most superior voice in order to be a suc-

cessful prayer leader, but rather, he/she must possess 

the qualities that the Shulchan Aruch addresses 

(worthiness, humbleness, acceptability, etc.) in order 

to be the conduit between G-d and his people.  I do 

not take this responsibility lightly and am humbled to 

serve in this capacity.  I look forward to a year of 

spiritual growth for everyone and continually aspire 

to achieve the worthiness to serve this special com-

munity. 

 

 

IT'S NEWS 
 

TODAH RABAH 

 ñWhere There Is No Bread, There Is No Torahò 

Thank you to the following people for sponsoring and 

assisting with meals: 

 

Early Risers Minyan 

Marge & Stan Sadinsky            

Denise & Scott Levy 

 

Pray-Eat-Sing  

Anita Hennessey 

Aaron, Marcey, and Harriet Thiela 

Sharon Slossberg 

Eliot & Stephanie Meadow 

Myra & David Finkelstein 

Lynn Bennett 

Ruth & Mike Sigal 

Naomi & Richard Kamins 

Eileen & Michael Daling 

Star Bennett 

Marie-Dominique Boyce 

 

 

OTHER GIFTS & ACTS OF GENEROSITY 

TODAH RABBAH! 

Providing transportation for Cantor Yager & his 

wife, Meredeth 

Scott Levy 

Marie-Dominique Boyce 

 

BARUCH HABBAH! Welcome to our newest 

members 

Carly Hoss & John Allegra 

 

MAZAL TOV!!! 

Randy & Richard Parks on the wedding of their son, 

Ross 

 

SPEEDY RECOVERY       

Hal Kaplan, Mark Itkin, Bob Soll, 

Rich Bruno, Harold ñDukeò 

Leitzes, Seth Axelrod, Sandy Haft-

el, Hyime Paley, Edie Betts, Har-

riet Fein-Deeton 

 

MAY GOD GIVE COMFORT TO 

Stephanie Meadow on the recent loss of her uncle, 

Ivan Thaler. 

Bobette Reed Kahn on the recent loss of her mother, 

Carolyn Reed. 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Our sincerest condolences are extended to the family 

of Arthur Lerner who came to his eternal rest on night 

of November 25 (25 cheshvan). 

 

 

 

 

 

IF YOU HAVE NEWS TO SHARE 

 
Please remember to share any family simchas, other 

important information, and the passing of any rela-

tives with the synagogue office (860) 346-4709 or 

office@adathisraelct.org for publication in Voices. 
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Meredeth and welcomed them into our community 

warmly. He has been a wonderful addition to Adath 

Israel and gives us the opportunity to experience 

something different while giving him the opportunity 

to grow and learn. If you havenôt had a chance to 

meet them, please donôt miss the opportunity to do so 

when they are here as they are a warm and delightful 

addition to our family.  I want to thank Scott Levy, 

Marie Boyce, Michael Daling and Joanna Schnurman 

for helping with their transportation needs. Thanks 

also to those who have invited Isaac and Meredeth 

into their homes for dinners and those who have of-

fered to do so in the future. Isaac and Meredeth are 

vegetarians. They have no problem with eating in an-

yoneôs home. Think about inviting them for dinner 

and have the opportunity of getting to know them bet-

ter.  Please contact me, if you havenôt already to vol-

unteer a dinner invitation. In addition, our Ritual 

Chair, Bern Padawer, is trying to arrange support for 

our services and other ritual needs when Isaac is not 

with us. Contact Bern if you can help in any way. 

 This year, many different activities/programs 

are being planned for the months ahead, including a 

Trivia Night, another Paint Night and a concert. I 

look forward to seeing you in attendance. Many vol-

unteers work hard to organize and make these 

programs happen. It is sad when few of you attend. 

We may not hit on something that interests you all the 

time but we are always trying and continue to look for 

your input. Donôt like whatôs happening, tell me what 

programs/activities you would like to see here at 

Adath Israel. We will do our best to make it happen! 

 I cannot repeat it enough, that this is your syn-

agogue. YOUR VOICE NEEDS TO BE HEARD! 

 

As always, please remember to check out the rest 

of this Kolot for more events and other exciting 

happenings in the next few months. 

 

 

2016 -17 MEMBERSHIP D IRECTORY  

 
The 2016-17 Membership Directory is now available. 

If you are a member of Adath Israel and would like a 

copy please contact the synagogue office. Be sure to 

specify if you would prefer a print and/or electronic 

version. 

 

 

ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAI GN  

 
We are so very blessed to have members/friends who 

give to our synagogue community either financially 

or physically throughout the year. Their continued 

support helps to ensure the success of our synagogue, 

our Jewish community and the education of our chil-

dren. With their generosity and all who give to our 

Annual Giving Campaign, Adath Israel continues to 

be a bee hive of activity. 

 

Our Twelfth Annual Giving Campaign has just be-

gun. The Board of Directors would sincerely like to 

thank the following who have sent in a donation: 

Wendy Peterson, Myra & David Finkelstein, Bar-

bara & Robert Sequenzia, Susi Delldonna, Stuart 

Osber, Rabbi Marshal & Laurie Press, Teresa & 

Dave Shulman, Marcia & Arthur Meyers, Hinda 

Neimeyer, Nedra Mirkin, Hariet & Dewey Deeton, 

Judith & Daniel Merida, Donna & Mark Finkel-

stein, Holly & Michael Simon, Ruth Maron, Mari-

an Katz, Claire & Irv Pincus, Phyllis Rubin, Lau-

rie & Richmond Dickerson, Judith Dembowitz, 

Arlene Pressman, Sara Paley, Morty Pear, and 

Luanne & Mark Paley.  

 

With these tough economic times, we appreciate all 

the support that our members and friends have given 

and continue to give the synagogue.  

 

 

 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO USE THE 

SYNAGOGUE 

 
We are an active community at Adath Israel, and we 

want to meet as many groupsô needs as we can.  If 

you would like to hold a meeting, program, or cele-

bration in the synagogue or Nester Center, it is im-

portant to contact Joanna, the Office Administrator, at 

(860) 346-4709 or office@adathisraelct.org at least 

one (1) month in advance.  Please give at least 6 

monthsô notice for major events such as a Bar/Bat 

Mitzvah or wedding. 
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